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Extension Needs in Seasonal Rice Production and Marketing of Farmers
in Pha Sook Sub-District, Kumphawapi District, Udon Thani Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic status; (2) understand -
ing of seasonal rice production and marketing; (3) current status of seasonal rice production and
marketing; (4) agricultural extension requirement; and (5) problems and suggestion. The population of
this study was 463 seasonal rice farmers of Pha Sook Sub-District, Kumphawapi District and 215
farmers were selected by using simple random sampling method. Structured interview forms were
used. Collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The findings were as follows: (1) Two-
thirds of the farmers were female, average age of 53 years, educated at primary level. (2) They had
knowledge that rice must keep in clean barn without remaining old rice and rice product that meet
marketing requirement is rice with less moisture content and contaminations. (3) They used RD6
glutinous and Jasmine rice 105 for paddy seedling sowing which gave average yields of 300 and 232
kilograms/Rai, respectively. (4) Agricultural extension needs were knowledge in paddy seedling
sowing via visiting of officers and training as well as supporting seed production and promotion center
to provide sufficient seed stock. For marketing, they required knowledge of production process of good
quality rice. (5) Major problems encountered were high cost of production factors and farmers were
exploited by rice-mill owners. They suggested that the government should strongly promote usage of
organic fertilizer and guarantee minimum price of rice for the farmers.

Keywords: Seasonal rice, Rice production, Cultivation and marketing, A gricultural extension, Udon Thani
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